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MINUTES OF SOCITM FUTURES MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2009 
AT PREMISES OF SIEMENS, HILLGATE HOUSE, 26 OLD BAILEY LONDON EC4M 7HS

In Attendance:

Caron Alexander 
DFPNI

Leonard Anderson
Socitm Consulting

Mark Brett 

Socitm 

David Bryant

Hytec  

Ian Cooper

Hampshire CC 

Susan Douglas                  Independent Consultant 


Glyn Evans 
               Birmingham City Council 

Martin Ferguson        
Socitm

Martin Greenwood         Socitm 




Suzanne Horner

Socitm 

Doug Maclean

Socitm





Neil Moore

Hants Fire & Rescue 
Simon Norbury

Independent Consultant 

Tony Riding

Socitm

Vicky Sargent

Socitm
Apologies
Stephen Fellowes
London Councils 

Adrian Hancock

Socitm

David Hopkins

Milton Keynes/Siemens 

Sal Khan

East Staffs BC

Steve Palmer

LB Hillingdon 

Dylan Roberts

Leeds City Council 

David Thickett                  DWP 

Glenn Wood

Wolverhampton City Council

1. Update on Strategy for Policy and Policy Briefings (Digital Britain and OEP)

The 4 key areas that Futures has suggested as the priority policy areas for Socitm have been agreed by the Board of Directors. They are: Information Assurance; Efficiency and sustainability; Government infrastructures and Citizen/staff engagement. They  are brought together under the overarching theme: ‘Tomorrow’s Public Services’. Socitm’s Board of Directors has agreed this framework will drive our policy work, including policy briefings and policy position statements on current issues. The latter could include: G-cloud and shared services; it is intended to use a  Wiki style approach to sharing ideas for comment and collaboration.
Martin F discussed the Policy briefing on Digital Britain produced earlier this year.  There was very little engagement with local government on what it can deliver for Digital Britain.  The focus has tended to be on Cabinet Office and central government services.  

Martin F has been working on a policy briefing response to the Operational Efficiency Programme: final report.  This is being finalised and will be published later in the current week, with a covering press release.

2. Update from Local CIO Council Meetings in September and October

Glyn E updated on the LCIOC PSN Conference which took place on 15/16 September and the LCIOC meeting on 20 October.

· Support for PSN was slow - engagement at local level is required.  LCIOC members wish to be involved in shaping development of services to be delivered across PSN and G- Cloud (open invitation to workshop on  8th December – contact Suzanne if interested).  
· Catalina McGregor, chair of the Green IT team presented.  LCIOC support was given to Green ICT strategy.

· Bill McCluggage, Deputy Government CIO presented on the draft National ICT Strategy.  The draft strategy document was subsequently circulated to LCIOC members for comment.  Martin Ferguson will represent LCIO Council on the UK Government ICT Strategy Implementation Steering Group.
· Discussions focused on Digital Britain – the lack of understanding at local level, social and digital exclusion.  The report from Price Waterhouse Cooper:  the case for Digital Britain, has been circulated to members.
· The work streams are progressing well, including collaborative procurement strategy.
3.
Future Topics for Consideration by Socitm Futures (as discussed in Edinburgh) 

· The link between efficiency and staff/citizen engagement

· Social media

· Innovation and efficiency - "better for less"

· The 'political' role of local government officers
Ian Cooper commented that Paul Davidson’s work on linked data and information architecture should be included on the agenda.   

Glyn Evans suggested the possible change in the national political situation as a topic to be covered in the March or May meeting.  It would be useful to get some insight into Conservative policy.  Glyn discussed possibly inviting someone from Francis Maude’s office to present.
4.
Suggested Meeting dates for 2010:
Monday 18th January

Monday 15th March

Monday 17th May

Monday 12th July

Monday 13th September

Monday 15th November  
Proposed meeting dates were agreed. Venue will continue to be Siemens’ offices.  Suzanne Horner will advise of any changes.
5.     Minutes of last meeting on 13 July 2009
Minutes of the meeting held on 13 July were agreed.

 6.    Any Other Business
Glyn enquired on the Cabinet Office approach to transformation.  Key people are leaving and not being replaced.   Moves into Treasury seem to be taking place.  Mark B commented that OCC is based in the Treasury – links could be exploited.
Glyn asked Suzanne to draft a letter of thanks to Jim Haslem for his work as Vice Chair of Socitm Futures.
Action:  SH
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